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RETURN TO FORM
Recovering from injury, Jones scores 20 as UK wins/B1

BUSINESS: Phill’s
Custom Cabinets sells 
Cabinotch patent/D1

Owensboro 
Mayor Ron 
Payne likes to 

say that “Owensboro 
is on the move,” and 
he often follows it by 
saying that no other 
city in Kentucky has 
as much going on as 
Owensboro.

Last week, in his annual “State 
of the City” address, Payne made 
that case again, with details 
supporting the claim. He seized 
on the fact that 58 public and 

private projects are currently 
under way in the community 
with a total value of $759 million, 
all of which he 
said contribute 
to a strong local 
economy.

Larry Boswell 
doesn’t doubt it. “I’ve 
lived here all my 
life, and it’s been a 
long time coming,” 
Boswell said.

Boswell is 
business manager of the 
386-member Owensboro 
Local 1701 of the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers union. These days, 
according to Bowell, it’s full 
employment time for the local, 

with more than 200 members 
working on the new Owensboro 
Medical Health System hospital 

between Pleasant 
Valley Road and 
Daniels Lane off U.S. 
60 East.

The hospital and 
a long list of other 
projects outlined 
by Payne keep 
the local’s other 
electricians working 
steadily, with 

journeymen earning the top rate 
of $29.02 a hour, plus benefits, 
Boswell said.

“It’s been very beneficial 
to us,” Boswell said. “All our 
members are working. It’s 
definitely a boost compared to 

the two years prior (to 2010). 
We started seeing the increase 
toward the end of 2010. 2012 
is projected to be great. ... It’s 
really looking good for any 
electrical contractor, union or 
nonunion.”

Some of the projects 
on Payne’s list are close to 
completion, such as the Kentucky 
National Guard Readiness 
Center, the new state office 
building and the downtown river 
wall project. But others, including 
the downtown convention center 
and Hampton Inn & Suites hotel, 
are set to begin this spring. 
Boswell said spin-off projects 
related to the hospital and 
downtown projects hold potential 
for more construction jobs.

“It looks like several years of 
work,” he said.

For his fourth “State of the 
City” speech Thursday at the 
Greater Owensboro Chamber 
of Commerce’s Rooster Booster 
breakfast, Payne delivered a 
glowing report on the city’s 
health, shining a light on the size 
of the surplus in the city’s general 
fund and moderate-to-low tax 
rates compared to 13 other first- 
and second-class cities. He spent 
the bulk of his time presenting 
the list of ongoing, just finished 
or soon-to-start projects and 
the city’s lower-than-average 
unemployment rate. While the 
national unemployment rate is  
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Salsman Brothers Inc. employees, Jewell Galloway of Madisonville, left, and C.J. Brummett of Dawson Springs, cover a section of concrete wall on the second of two bridges on Ken-
tucky 144 on Thursday afternoon. The bridge work is part of the first phase of the U.S. 60 Bypass Extension project under way east of Owensboro. The Bypass Extension is one of 58 
public and private projects currently under way in the community with a total value of $759 million.

Projects boosting employment, economic growth

The total 
economic impact, 
according to 
Mayor Ron Payne, 
will be $1.3 
billion.
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Owensboro-Daviess County 
Regional Airpor t had another 
record-breaking year in 2011.

And officials there are hoping 
to set yet another record for pas-
sengers in 2012.

In 2010, the airport boarded 
slightly more than 16,000 passen-
gers, primarily on Allegiant Air 
flights to Orlando, Fla.

Last year, boardings continued 
to climb to 16,849.

And Ray Assmar, board chair-
man, says, “We should bounce 

close to 20,000 this year.”
The 2011 numbers might have 

been closer to 20,000, but Alle-
giant suspended flights to Orlando 
for most of August and September, 
which are typically slow months 
for travel to Florida.

The airline did the same thing 
in 2009.

The 2010 numbers were the 
most passengers the airport had 
seen in a single year since com-
mercial ser vice began here in 
1951 with Eastern Airlines.
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Airport boardings 
keep breaking records
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MANCHESTER, N.H. — Mitt 
Romney brushed aside rivals’ criti-
cism Saturday night in the open-
ing round of a weekend debate 
doubleheader that left his Repub-
lican presidential campaign chal-
lengers squabbling among them-

selves and unable to knock the 
front-runner off stride.

Three days before the first in-
the-nation New Hampshire pri-
mar y, Romney largely ignored 
his fellow Republicans and turned 
instead on President Barack  
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Romney brushes 
off debate barbs 

in New Hampshire
BY STEVE PEOPLES
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Fire protection continues to improve 
for Daviess County residents outside of 
Owensboro, and that should help put a 
few more dollars in a lot of property own-
ers’ pockets.

Daviess County fire and elected offi-
cials announced Monday morning that 
the Insurance Services Office has given 
the county an improved Public Protec-
tion Classification grade, which is what 

insurance companies use to gauge fire 
protection.

“We were able to (improve) it as a 
county-wide project this time,” Fire Chief 
Jeremy Smith said. “We kind of viewed 
this a little dif ferent this time around 
than we have in the past. This time, we 
were able to view our county as a whole. 
Whereas we have our 10 dif ferent dis-
tricts for our 10 volunteer fire depart-
ments; this time we were able to recog-
nize their efforts in the ISO rating, but 
also bringing in the two paid stations the 
county has as well, which help across the 
entire county.”
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Mark Mills and his family said that they 
were devastated when their 11-year-old 
Shih Tzu, Callie, went missing on Dec. 1, 
2023, from their home in Thoroughbred 
Acres in Owensboro.

“The dogs have a doggie door to go in 
and out,” Mills explained. “Callie had only 
ever gotten out of our yard once before, 
but there were storms that day, so we 
think she got scared and disoriented and 
wandered away.”

The family began searching for Callie 
in their neighborhood and posted in local 
groups dedicated to finding and reuniting 
owners with missing pets on Facebook, 
such as Lost Pets of Daviess County.

“We called all of the vets around town 
and gave them Callie’s description so they 
could keep a look out for her,” Mills said.

Mills also said that he called the Daviess 
County Animal Care and Control on High-
way 81 and the Owensboro Humane Soci-
ety on Highway 60 West looking for Callie.

“I gave the shelter Callie’s description 
so they could call and check in if they got 
a dog in that looked like her,” Mills said. 
“And the Humane Society didn’t have any 
little dogs matching her description.”

Mills said that he had made a few trips 
to the shelter to look at dogs matching 
Callie’s description, but none of them 
were Callie.
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D a v i e s s  C o u n t y  P u b l i c 
Schools’ Board of Education 
approved a resolution Monday 
providing for the issuance of 
general  obliga-
t i o n  b o n d s  t o 
cover the costs 
of several proj-
ects the school 
d i s t r i c t  h a s 
a lready under -
taken or plans.

S a r a  H a r l e y, 
the school dis-
trict’s director of 
finance, said the bond issuance 
isn’t to exceed $22 million.

Board members were told 
Monday the interest rate on 
a 20-year bond — with par ts 
amor tized over 15 years — 
would likely be around 4.25%.

“There are six projects, so 
we’ve been saving them up 
to do one bond issue to save 
money,” Harley said.

The scope of the projects is 
wide, with it including:

• Energy management proj-
ect, phase 1, which includes 
e n e r g y  i m p r o v e m e n t s  a t 
Heritage Park, solar panels 
installed at Apollo and Tam-
arack schools, and all of the 
lights at Daviess County High 
School being replaced;

•  E n e r g y  m a n a g e m e n t 
p r o j e c t ,  p h a s e  2 ,  w h i c h 

BY THOMAS BEAUMONT
ASSOCIATED PRESS

P r e s i d e n t - e l e c t  D o n a l d 
Trump is star ting to fill key 
posts in his second administra-
tion, putting an emphasis so far 
on aides and allies who were his 
strongest backers during the 
2024 campaign.

Here’s a look at who he’s 
selected so far.

Susie Wiles, chief of staff
Wiles, 67, was a senior advis-

er to Trump’s 2024 presidential 
campaign and its de facto man-
ager.

Wiles has a background in 
Florida politics. She helped 

Ron DeSantis win his first race 
for Florida governor. Six years 
later, she was key to Trump’s 
defeat of him in the 2024 Repub-
lican primary.

Wiles’ hire was Tr ump’s 
f i r s t  m a j o r  d e c i s i o n  a s 

Daviess County’s fire protection rating improves
Change could reduce 

insurance costs

Daviess County Fire Department’s Keith Hurm, investigator/inspector, left, speaks  
next to Fire Chief Jeremy Smith as they give an update on the community’s ISO  

rating on Monday at the Daviess County Airport Fire Station at 2145 Airport Road.
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A RUFF EXPERIENCE
Owensboro family 

reunited with missing 
dog after almost a year

Mark Mills holds his dog, Callie, a Shih Tzu, 
after reuniting with her after 11 months 

thanks to a Good Samaritan who found her 
and took her to the Daviess County Animal 

Control Shelter.

Photo by Alan Warren, Messenger-Inquirer |  
awarren@messenger-inquirer.com

DCPS 
board 

OK’s bond 
issuance

Funding for projects 
not to exceed $22M

Sara Harley

Here are the people Trump has picked 
for some key positions up to this point

Susie Wiles 
watches as 
Republican 
presidential 
nominee for-
mer Presi-
dent Donald 
Trump speaks 
at a cam-
paign rally in 
Lititz, Pa., on 
Nov. 3.

Evan Vucci | 
Associated Press
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