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Knowing history is vi-
tally important for under-
standing how we think the 
way we do. It is 
important for us 
to understand 
the events and 
thinking of the 
past that have 
shaped our 
current situa-
tion. It should 
have the effect 
of humbling us 
and increasing 
our empathy 
for our fellow 
citizens of this 
planet. Without 
the study of his-
tory, we often 
make the mis-
take of acting as 
though things 
have always 
been the way they are. 

We are fortunate to live in 
a place where our laws and 
literature have been pre-
served. This is a tremen-
dous blessing, even when 
those laws and literature 
are less than 昀attering. We 
must always be careful not 
to condemn those of the 
past. Even when we judge 
their decisions to be cruel 
or short-sighted. 

There are, however, 
some examples of nearly 
incomprehensible deci-
sions or events that change 
the course of history for 
generations. It is shock-
ing that people who claim 
belief in a God of love, a 
Christ of salvation, and a 
Holy Spirit of guidance and 
comfort could be responsi-
ble for, or complicit in the 
chattel slavery. The apos-
tle Paul wrote in Galatians 
3:28, “There is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is 
neither slave nor free, there 
is neither male nor female; 
for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus.” In Colossians 3:11 
he wrote, “Here there can-
not be Greek and Jew, cir-
cumcised and uncircum-
cised, barbarian, Scythian, 
slave, free man, but Christ 
is all, and in all.” 

On Sept. 23, 1667, the 
colonial government of 
Virginia overturned over 
a millennium and a half 
of Christian teaching on 
equality. They were a self-
styled, “grand assembly” 
and they “enacted and 

declared” a new law that 
ignored Paul’s beautiful 
teaching. Here it is in its 

original syn-
tax and spell-
ing along with 
a “clari昀cation” 
passed three 
years later.

“ W h e r e a s 
some doubts 
have arrisen 
whether chil-
dren that are 
slaves by birth, 
and by the char-
ity and piety of 
their owners 
made partakers 
of the bless-
ed sacrament 
of baptisme, 
should by vir-
tue of their bap-
tisme be made 

free; It is enacted and de-
clared by this grand as-
sembly, and the authority 
thereof, that the conferring 
of baptisme doth not alter 
the condition of the person 
as to his bondage or free-
dome; that diverse mas-
ters, freed from this doubt, 
may more carefull en-
deavor the propagation of 
christianity by permitting 
children, though slaves, or 
those of greater growth if 
capable to be admitted to 
that sacrament.” [sic.]

“Whereas it hath been 
questioned whither Indi-
ans or negroes, manumit-
ted or otherwise free, could 
be capable of purchasing 
Christian servants; It is 
declared by this grand as-
sembly, that noe negro or 
Indian though baptized 
and enjoyned their own 
freedome, shall be capa-
ble of any such purchase 
of Christians, but yet not 
debarred from buying any 
of their owne nation.” [sic.]

In his classic 1969, Win-
throp Jordan published, 
“White over Black: Ameri-
can Attitudes Toward the 
Negro, 1550-1812.” It is 
based on over two decades 
of research. He points 
out that after these laws 
were enacted there was 
a change in how people 
self-identi昀ed. In the early 
part of the 1600s, English-
men in the colonies would 
identify as “Christian.” By 
the middle of the century 
it had shifted to English 

and Free. By 1680, a new 
term appeared and even-
tually overtook all others 
– “White.” These laws, and 
ones like them are what 
makes American chattel 
slavery different than oth-
er forms of slavery in his-
tory.

We are still living with 
the wretched turn of 
events today. If Christians 
had only continued to treat 
others as Paul had in-
structed, there is a chance 
that our current 昀ghting 
of DEI would never have 
been. On many forms and 
applications there is still 
a space for “race” or “eth-
nicity.” This does not even 
touch how the legal de昀ni-
tion of the made-up term 
“white” has shifted over 
the years.

The most tragic conse-
quence from a Christian 
point of view is the con-
tinuing damage done to 
the witness and body of 
Christ. In my lifetime it 
was dangerous in some 
parts of our nation to live 
according to the teaching 
of Paul rather than the 
implications of the laws 
passed in Virginia in the 
Seventeenth Century.

We desperately need to 
know our history. We des-
perately need to repent of 
willful ignorance and com-
placency. Christians must 
learn to be witnesses to 
the morality and ethics of 
the Bible without resorting 
to being legal or doctrinal 
bullies. 

We can pass laws, and 
our “grand assemblies” 
can make declarations 
that push people in one 
direction or another. None 
of this changes what 
Christ-followers are to be 
doing. None of it changes 
how we should treat oth-
ers.

I owe a debt to an 
acquaintance and fel-
low-traveler on the road to 
be a better human being, 
Bobby Valentine, for pro-
viding the seed for these 
thoughts today. 

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.
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Ask the Pastor

n Suicidal thoughts? Stop! Email dbrant-
pc@tds.net and request a video link that 
hopefully will change your mind.

n Old Salem Baptist Church has a Bless-
ing Box located next to the church at 117 Old 
Salem Church Rd. Everyone is welcome to 
take items or place them in the box for others 
to enjoy.

n First Baptist Church of Fredonia food 
pantry is open from 4-5:30 p.m., third 
Wednesday of each month in Coleman Hall 
of the church.

n Cave Springs Baptist Church between 
Lola and Joy in Livingston County offers food 

24 hours a day, 7 days week at its outdoor 
Blessing Box in front of the church.

n The Clothes Closet of the First Baptist 
Church in Fredonia is open to serve the area 
with free clothes. The Clothes Closet is op-
erated from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. each Thursday. 
The Clothes Closet will be closed in case of 
severe weather.

n Fredonia Unity Baptist Church’s clothes 
closet is open from 9 a.m. to noon on the 
second and fourth Saturday of every month.

n The clothes closet at Mexico Baptist 
Church is open from 9 to 11:30 a.m. each 
Monday.
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Love should be without favoritism within the family
Question:  My parents 

showed favoritism to my 
sister. She was pretty and 
a good singer. They were 
always doting on her. I did 
woodwork and it seemed un-
important to them. I disliked 
all the attention she got and I 
grew to resent her. We’re still 
not close. As a parent, how 
can I keep from showing fa-
voritism among our children? 

Answer: We like hunt-
ing and care for concerts. 
We may like dogs and want 
nothing to do with cats or 
vice versa. Our preferences 
de昀ne who we are. But when 
it comes to family, playing 
favorites has detrimental 
consequences. It causes the 

favorite child to waltz through 
his (her) younger years with 
an unrealistic sense of en-
titlement throughout life. It 
causes the other child(ren) 
to feel less important and 
neglected. Perhaps, it will 
cause sibling rivalry and a 
breakdown of family close-
ness.

The way to keep from 
showing favoritism among 
your children is to show gen-
uine love to each child. First 
Corinthians 13 is a template 

for love and respect in the 
family. “Love is patient, love 
is kind. It always protects, 
always trusts, always hopes, 
always perseveres” (vs. 4, 7). 
Ask God to 昀ll your heart with 
His love.

With His love within you, 
you have the capacity to gen-
erously give love and time to 
each of your children as op-
portunities arise. By giving 
love, we can make each child 
feel special for who he (she) 
is and does. By giving whole-
hearted love to each of your 
children, you may negate 
sibling rivalry and prevent 
lifelong con昀icts.

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com


