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Long before the Unit-
ed States ever existed. 
Long before the imperial 
power that sent perse-
cuted Christians to what 
the West calls the “new 
world,” rose. 
Fifteen hun-
dred years be-
fore the pro-
liferation of 
confessions, 
statements of 
faith, and the 
endless di-
viding of the 
body of Christ 
there was de-
livered to us 
in the form 
of God in the 
昀esh, the only 
true teaching 
about diversi-
ty, equity, and 
inclusion.

We read 
about it in the 
gospels. The rest of the 
New Testament, mostly 
in the form of letters, 
昀eshes out for us the 
implications of Jesus’ 
teaching. The teaching 
is there, and it challeng-
es us all the time. The 
problem is that we are 
all such abysmal stu-
dents. 

It is not for lack of try-
ing. Nor is it a lack of 
sincerity. I need more 
imagination and the 
ability to hold seemingly 
contradictory thoughts 
at the same time. I need 
to be less concerned 
about defending the ho-
liness of God (he is quite 
capable of that) and 
more concerned about 
breaking down the bar-
riers that keep people 
apart and at each other.

I wonder how different 
the United States would 
be if, at any time in the 
South before 1960, most 
white ministers would 
have had the cour-
age and imagination to 
reach out a hand of fel-
lowship to their black 
brothers and sisters. 
Some of whom may well 
have been blood related. 
I wonder what the world 
would be like if Chris-
tians woke up in Ger-
many on Nov. 10, 1938, 
and said, “enough.” 
Keep in mind that many 
did at great cost.

The history of Chris-
tianity is, on balance, 
good. There are hospi-
tals, orphanages, busi-

nesses, humanitarian 
projects, schools, uni-
versities and myriad 
other non-pro昀ts that 
bene昀t all of us more 
than we know – wheth-

er you are 
a believer 
or not. But 
that does 
not give per-
mission to 
ignore those 
things that 
have been 
done in the 
name of the 
church that 
have caused 
harm.

I believe 
that the 
church is 
the great-
est example 
of diversity, 
equity, and 
i n c l u s i o n 

ever. Even with all the 
mess we continue to 
make, which no doubt 
grieves the Spirit of God, 
it is still true. I do not 
get to determine who my 
spiritual brothers and 
sisters are any more 
than my physical ones. 
Even if I say they’re not, 
it is not for me to say.

We are challenged on 
two fronts which I will 
put into one sentence. 
Everyone is accepted 
provided we all under-
stand that God, through 
Christ, is in charge. If 
we simply say that ev-
eryone is accepted with-
out understanding God 
is in charge, there can 
be no transformation 
and learning the differ-
ence between right and 
wrong. If we say that 
only those who agree 
with my doctrinal ten-
ants are accepted, I 
have put up unneces-
sary barriers and per-
haps even put myself in 
the place of God. Idola-
try can come at us from 
any direction.

The apostle Paul 
said in Galatians 3:28, 
“There is neither Jew 
nor Greek, there is nei-
ther slave nor free, there 
is neither male nor fe-
male; for you are all one 
in Christ Jesus.” What 
he says in Colossians 
speaks powerfully to our 
world today, “Do not lie 
to one another, seeing 
that you have put off the 
old nature with its prac-

tices and have put on 
the new nature, which is 
being renewed in knowl-
edge after the image of 
its creator. Here there 
cannot be Greek and 
Jew, circumcised and 
uncircumcised, bar-
barian, Scythian, slave, 
free man, but Christ is 
all, and in all. Put on 
then, as God’s chosen 
ones, holy and beloved, 
compassion, kindness, 
lowliness, meekness, 
and patience, forbearing 
one another and, if one 
has a complaint against 
another, forgiving each 
other; as the Lord has 
forgiven you, so you also 
must forgive. And above 
all these put on love, 
which binds everything 
together in perfect har-
mony. And let the peace 
of Christ rule in your 
hearts, to which indeed 
you were called in the 
one body. And be thank-
ful.” (Col. 3:9-15).

What a gift we have 
been given to have such 
instruction that de-
mands imagination and 
courage in a world that 
is so thoroughly en-
gulfed in the traditions 
of men that we have 
trouble teasing out the 
truth. I long for a world 
in which there will be no 
need for protest or using 
the law to bully others.

For this to work, we 
must stop being gate-
keepers. Which is the 
most tempting ditch 
for me. We must recog-
nize who is in charge. 
This will not stop vig-
orous discussion, but 
it might stop us from 
hurting each other so 
much. I was recently at 
a conference in which 
one of the speakers, 
who had struggled with 
the recent division in 
the Methodist Church 
said, “I just couldn’t go 
with (the other group), 
I tried but just couldn’t 
get there. I do hope I 
can have the grace to 
assume that they are 
serving God and reach-
ing people I cannot, and 
they will have the same 
grace for me.” 
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agriculture
Hay/Bush hogging. Roy 
Jones. (270) 704-0642. 
(4t-11-p)

5x6 hay bales for sale, start-
ing at $45 per roll. Addition-
al hay stored inside, call for 
pricing. Delivery available. 
(270) 704-0886. (8t-9 p)

for rent
1 bedroom (small) ef昀ciency 
apartment, includes all utili-
ties, $400/month and $400 
deposit. Call (270) 704-
3234. (4-tfc) je

services
PAINTING: Interior and 
exterior, licensed and in-
sured. Call Mr. Paint for an 
estimate, (270) 454-4088. 
(8t-17-p)

CONCRETE WORK: Park-
ing lots, garages, steel 
buildings, walls, sidewalks, 
driveways, room additions, 
rock driveways, clean ditch-
es. Call for quote (270) 
724-4672, Joe Matting-
ly Concrete Construction. 
(12t-16-p)

legal notice
I, Melissa Guill, Clerk of Crit-
tenden County District Court 
Marion, Ky. do certify that 
the following has 昀led notice 
of Final Settlement:
Kalysta Jones of 121 W. 
Central Ave., Marion, Ky. 
42064, executrix of Janet S. 
Brower, deceased, whose 
address was 121 W. Central 
Ave., Marion, Ky. 42064.
The foregoing settlement is 
to be heard at the regular 
session of Crittenden District 
Court on March 26, 2025. All 
persons having exceptions 
to said settlements are to 昀le 
same at once. (1t-09-c)

Notice is hereby given that 
on March 5, 2025, Jere-
my Spaulding of 3450 Blue 
Ridge Drive, West Paducah, 
Ky. 42086 was appointed 
executor of Daniel Baker 
Potts, Sr., deceased, whose 

address was 6288 U.S. 
Hwy. 60 West, Marion, Ky. 
42064. Victoria Seng, agent 
for service of process.
All persons having claims 
against said estate are 
hereby noti昀ed to present 
the same properly proven as 
required by law to the agent 
for process on or before the 
5th day of September, 2025 
and all claims not so proven 
and presented by that date 
shall be forever barred. 
All persons indebted to the 
estate of the above-named 
decedent, will please call 
and settle said debts imme-
diately. 
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk (1t-09-c)

Notice is hereby given that 
on March 5, 2025 Bonita 
Crowell of 717 Chapel Hill 
Rd., Marion, Ky. 42064 was 
appointed administratrix 
of Maura Lynn Corley, de-
ceased, whose address was 
717 Chapel Hill Rd., Marion, 
Ky. 42064. Robert Frazer, 
200 S. Main St., Marion, Ky. 
42064, attorney.
All persons having claims 
against said estate are 
hereby noti昀ed to present 

the same properly proven 
as required by law to the 
administratrix before the 5th 
day of September, 2025 and 
all claims not so proven and 
presented by that date shall 
be forever barred. 
All persons indebted to the 
estate of the above-named 
decedent, will please call 
and settle said debts imme-
diately.
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk (1t-09-c)


