
The county fairs of the 
1940s had several differ-
ent varieties of exhibits, 
but it seems the horse 
show and the trotting 
races were the main at-
tractions. The fair-
grounds were sit up at 
the Crayne Field, which 
used to be where the live-
stock barns are just out-
side of Marion. Ross 
Crayne was the man re-
sponsible for the building 
of the harness race track 
that was once located 
there. From the archives 
of The Crittenden Press, 
here are some highlights. 

––––– 
Aug. 15, 1947 – Crittenden 
County Fair Scheduled  

Crittenden County will 
again have a county fair 
this year, and the Ellis 
Ordway Post 111 of the 
American Legion will 
sponsor the event. The 
fair is scheduled for three 
days, Sept. 17, 18, and 
19.  Arrangements have 
been made to have the 
fair at Crayne Field, one 
and one-half miles north 
of Marion, on U.S. 60 
where the track of the 
Crittenden County Trot-
ting Association is lo-
cated. 

In connection with the 
fair will be held a horse 
show, which will be fea-
tured each of the three 
nights, and trotting races 
will be held during the 
fair under the jurisdic-
tion of the U.S. Trotting 
Association.  The races 
will be of registered stock 
and races will be official 
races run under the Trot-
ting Association rules 
and regulations. 

Various exhibits in 
livestock, poultry, 
flowers, seed corn and 
school exhibits will be 
scheduled.  The livestock 
and exhibits will be 
under waterproof tents, 
and horses will be 
stabled in the new barn 
at the trotting track. 

Carson Davidson, act-
ing publicity director for 
the Legion, stated that 
there would be conces-
sions and rides at the 
fair. Efforts are being 
made to obtain a grand-
stand for the horse show 
and the races, and box 
seats are being sold, with 
100 on sale. 

Free bus transporta-
tion has been arranged to 
carry patrons to the fair-
grounds. The bus will 
leave from the court-
house and will shuttle 

back and forth through-
out the day. 

––––– 
Judges for Exhibits 

Exhibitors planning to 
show animals in 
various livestock 
d e p a r t m e n t s 
should contact 
the department 
heads as soon as 
possible.  Follow-
ing are in charge 
of departments:   

• Beef Cattle – 
James E. Carter, 
and Bruce 
Wheeler. 

• Dairy Cattle – 
R. C. Nichols, 
and S. D. Loyd 

• Hogs – R. U. 
Terry, and W. E. 
Arflack 

• Sheep – Oral 
Weldon and Joe 
Dean 

• Poultry – E. G. Taylor 
and Wallis Morris 

• Hybrid Seed Corn – 
George F. Patmor 

• Flowers – Mrs. George 
Winn and Mrs. Hollis 
Franklin 

• Rural School Exhibits 
– Raymond Thurman 

The rural school ex-
hibits will be divided into 
two classes with one-
teacher schools compet-
ing against one-room 
schools, and schools with 
two or more teachers 
competing against other 
schools with same qual-
ifications. 

––––– 
Aug. 29, 1947 – American 
Legion reports events 

The American Legion 
reports that plans and 
preparations for the Crit-
tenden County Fair are 
well underway. Pre-
miums and amount of 
prize money had been de-
cided, with a total of 
$4,450 being offered. 

The harness races will 
be a new feature in Crit-
tenden County, since 
there have never been 
such in this county, and 
will be worth seeing as 75 
to 100 horses of first 
quality are expected to 
participate in the races.  
Six harness races begin 
at 1:30 in the afternoon.   

One running race will 
be held daily, and entries 
in these will be of local 
farm horses the first two 
days, and of local mules 
on the third day. All farm 
boys are urged to enter 
their horses and mules in 
these races. 

The horse show will be 
scheduled at eight o’clock 

each night of the fair and 
well be held in front of 
the grandstand under 
lights. It is expected that 
this event will be the big-

gest horse show 
ever in the 
county.  

A carnival is 
expected to be 
on the grounds 
each night of the 
fair, and con-
tracts have been 
made for food 
and drink con-
cessions. 

––––– 
Sept. 26, 1947 – 
Closing com-
ments 

The Crittenden 
County Fair 
which repre-
sented a lot of 
hard work for a 

lot of folks and for the 
Ellis B. Ordway Post of 
the American legion in 
particular, was good and 
enjoyable. We liked the 
races and the horse 
shows and the school ex-
hibits. 

The Livestock Show 
was good but not good 
enough. Next year, let’s 
have an increased pre-
mium list in this particu-
lar department of the 
fair. More and better live-
stock for Crittenden will 
really help the county. 
The quality of the pure-
bred livestock exhibited 
was fine, another indica-
tion that Crittenden 
County is making pro-
gress in that direction,   

The flower show was 
much under par, due in 
large measure, to the re-
cent dry weather.  And 
next year there possibly 
should be a special de-
partment for the women 
with fine handwork and 
for those interested in 
antiques a special classi-
fication for old quilts, old 
dishes, etc., 

––––– 
Highlights of the 1949 
County Fair 

The Crittenden County 
Fair four-day and night 
program has been com-
pleted. Workers are busy 
erecting tents, building 
stalls, pens and taking 
care of all last minute 
preparations for the big-
gest Crittenden County 
Fair ever held in Marion. 
It will start on schedule 
Tuesday morning 9 
o’clock July 19 with the 
judging of livestock. All 
livestock exhibitors are 
hereby notified that their 

entries in all livestock 
rigs must be on the 
ground not later than 
Monday, July 18 the day 
before the fair. 

Tuesday afternoon at 1 
o’clock, the harness 
races start. There will be 
six races, three heats 
each, is 24 Class Trot 
and 18 Class pace for 
$1,000 each. 

Judy Peebles and her 
electric organ will be on 
the grounds the entire 
week and furnish the 
music for the races each 
afternoon and also the 
night programs. 

Tuesday night at 8 
o’clock we have arranged 
a very special program – 
singing by the Marion 
Quartette, Gospel 
Singers, Lynn Orr Jr. 
Quartette.  Music by Ray 
Wilson’s Band, about 2 
1/2 hours of entertain-
ment that we all like so 
well. 

Wednesday morning 
will be the flower judging 
and judging of home-
makers exhibits. 

More horse racing in 
the afternoon at 1 o’clock 
will be two $1,000 races 
for the 18 Class Trotters, 
3 heats, and 2 heats for 2 
year-old Pacers. 

Wednesday night, 8 
o’clock the first night of 
our horse show, we will 
call in eight different 
rings of show horses for 
your entertainment. We 
expect the largest 

number of show horses 
this year ever to be in 
Marion. 

Thursday’s racing 
starts at 1 o’clock with 24 
Class Pacers and 2-year 
old Trotting Colts going a 
total of 5 heats for 
$2,000.  We also plan on 
having our mule races on 
this day. 

Thursday night is 
championship night for 
show horses. You can’t 
afford to miss this night 
as this is when the 
champions in all classes 
are selected. 

Friday racing program 
includes three heat free 
for all Pace; three heat 
free for all Trot; and pos-
sibly some over night 
events for horses that 
have not raced. 

Friday night will close 
the fair with the biggest 
event of the week – the 
Team Pulling Contest at 
8 o’clock in front of the 
Grand Stand. All team 

owners who expect to 
enter this contest will 
have their teams at Max-
well’s scales at 5 o’clock 
Friday afternoon and all 
be weighed at the same 
time. 

Plenty of good food and 
cold drinks, so come 
early and spend the day. 
Free bus service to and 
from the Fairgrounds 
every hour from the court 
house. 

––––– 
Fun to read about the 

events and activities of 
long ago.  A really antici-
pated community event 
since there weren’t as 
many other activities 
going on back then.  

 
(Brenda Underdown is 

chair of Crittenden County 
Historical Society and a 
member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical Soci-
ety. Much more local history 
can be found at OurForgot-
tenPassages.blogspot.com.)
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Horses main attraction of early county fairs

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

Harness racing was a large attraction at the 1949 Crittenden County Fair held at 
Crayne Field.   
 

LEGAL NOTICE 
The Crittenden County Treasurer’s Settlement for 
FY 2024-2025 is available for inspection at the 
Crittenden County Judge-Executive’s office during 
normal business hours.  The financial settlement 
is, according to Kentucky Statue, available for 
public viewing in hard copy format at the Judge’s 
office in lieu of publishing the entire document in 
the newspaper.  For more information, contact the 
County Judge-Executive’s office at (270) 965-
5251. 
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