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Veteran running backs dot playolf rosters

By STEVE MEGARGEE
AP Sports Writer

GREEN BAY, Wis. — Those
veteran running backs who
changed addresses in the off-
season have given themselves a
chance to showcase the differ-
ence they can make in the post-
season.

Plenty of contenders capital-
ized on a crowded market by
adding proven ball carriers. The
moves paid major dividends.

Now players such as
Philadelphia’s Saquon
Barkley, Baltimore’s Derrick
Henry and Green Bay’s Josh
Jacobs are welcoming the play-
off opportunities they didn’t get
often enough with their orig-
inal teams. Barkley made that
clear after the Eagles decided to
rest him for their regular-season
finale rather than giving him a
chance to break Eric Dickerson’s
single-season rushing record.

“We didn’t come here and I
didn’t sign here to break Eric
Dickerson’s record,” Barkley
said. “We came here to win a
Super Bowl. I think everyone
knows that.”

Barkley’s only playoff expe-
rience in his seven seasons with
the New York Giants was a
two-game run to the 2022 divi-
sional round. Jacobs appeared
in just one playoff game in five
seasons with the Oakland/Las
Vegas Raiders.

Their new teams meet Sunday
when the Eagles (14-3) host the
Packers (11-6) in the wild-card
round.

“I’m not just satisfied with
going to the playoffs,” Jacobs
said. “I came here to win the
Super Bowl. So, for me, that’s
the only thing that’s really on
my mind. I’'m about to give
everything that I’ve got to this
and see how it could play out.”

Their playoff matchup fol-
lows a banner regular season
for veteran running backs who
switched teams.

Heading into this season, only
three players had rushed for at
least 1,200 yards with multiple
teams since 2010, according
to Sportradar: LeSean McCoy
(Philadelphia and Buffalo),
DeMarco Murray (Dallas and
Tennessee) and Christian
McCaffrey (Carolina and San
Francisco).

That total doubled this year,
thanks to Barkley, Henry and
Jacobs.

Barkley rushed for an NFL-
leading 2,005 yards after
exceeding 1,300 yards in 2018
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Philadelphia Eagles running back Saquon Barkley (center) leaps as Dallas Cowboys linebacker Marist Liufau tries to trip
him up during a Dec. 29 game in Philadelphia.

and 2022 with the Giants.
Henry, a two-time NFL rushing
leader at Tennessee, ranked sec-
ond with 1,921 yards. Jacobs,
who had an NFL-leading 1,653
yards in 2022, is sixth with
1,329 yards.

Each got a giant boost from
joining a winning team.

Barkley more than doubled
his rushing total from his last
year in New York, when he
ran for 962 yards. Jacobs had
rushed for just 805 yards in
2023 following a preseason
holdout. Henry ran for 1,167
yards — an impressive num-
ber, but 754 fewer than he had
this year — his final season in
Tennessee.

CBS analyst Tiki Barber, who
rushed for 10,449 yards with
the Giants from 1997-2006, said
running backs often need “the
right infrastructure” to thrive.

“In order to have a running
back thrive, you have to be prop-
erly built,” said Barber, a 2005
All-Pro. “Good offensive line.
You have to have an offensive
system that’s not just predicat-
ed on your running back being
your most productive asset or
your big-play playmaker. When
I think back with Saquon with
the Giants a year ago, they fully
depended on him to make their
big plays. There was really
nobody else that could do that.”

Barber noted that Barkley,
Henry and Jacobs got a better
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Baltimore Ravens running back Derrick Henry scores on a 43-yard touchdown
run against the Cleveland Browns on Saturday in Baltimore.

chance to maximize their tal-
ents when they joined their new
teams, which had more dynamic
offenses with additional play-
makers.

They’re not the only playoff
running backs who benefited
from fresh starts.

When the Packers signed
Jacobs, they allowed Aaron
Jones to depart in free agen-
cy. Jones joined the Minnesota

Vikings and rushed for a career-
high 1,138 yards.

Joe Mixon rushed for 1,016
yards as a Houston Texans new-
comer after spending seven
seasons in Cincinnati. Barkley,
Henry, Jacobs and Mixon all
earned Pro Bowl selections.

Just as these running backs
thrived in their new situations,
their new teams benefited from
their arrival.
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The Eagles went from 11-6
last year to 14-3 this year. The
Packers improved from 9-8 to
11-6. Minnesota, which went
7-10 last year, soared to 14-3
this year with Jones leading an
improved ground attack.

The impact is evident to the
running backs themselves. Jones
emphasized the point when he
was asked about how so many
of the NFL’s top running backs
this year had switched teams in
the offseason.

“Running backs matter!”
Jones replied. “Hey guys,
‘Everybody hear me? Running
backs matter!” ”

Henry already showed how
much running backs can mean
in the postseason when he car-
ried the 2019 Titans to the AFC
championship game by rush-
ing for 182 yards in a wild-
card win at New England and
195 yards in a divisional round
upset at top-seeded Baltimore.

After missing the postseason
the last two years at Tennessee,
Henry is back in the playoffs
chasing his first Super Bowl.

“The reason why I came
here is to have the opportuni-
ty,” Henry said. “But we know
what’s at stake. We know what
we’ve got to do.”

It’s too early to tell wheth-
er the success so many run-
ning backs had with their new
teams this year will start a trend
and cause more teams to pursue
proven ball carriers.

Jones signed a one-year
deal with Minnesota and is one
of the top potential names in a
free-agent running back class
that doesn’t feature nearly as
much star power as it did last
spring, when Barkley, Henry and
Jacobs were all available.

But there’s no doubt these vet-
eran running backs on new teams
made a statement this year with
their impact production.

“The proof is in the pudding,”
Packers center Josh Myers said.
“All those teams got veteran
running backs, and look how
great all of them are doing. It’s
position that still has a ton of
value, and I think more value
than most people give it credit
for.”

And that makes former run-
ning backs such as Barber proud.

“I'love to see the running back
has become important to teams
that are successful again,”
Barber said. “Obviously it’s a
quarterback-driven league, but
when you have a great running
back, you feel it. And the other
team feels it.”
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Wanted: Real

Bed, 1 Bath Houses at

1214 E. 15th St. and 1933
Creason Drive. $1150 /mo.

Section 8 welcome

Estate Call 270-392-1707
| can buy your house!
Cash! For Rent

Any condition, price or fore-
closure problems. Call 615-
216-4197.

R —

loc
pin
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Ha

1520 Barley Way,
KY. 4 BR, 2 BA, Centrally

BG,

ated to all major shop-
g. Pets welcome with

deposit. 2.5 car garage.

ntral air and gas heat.
rdwood, carpet, LVL

gooring. Split floor plan.
21
270-791-6735 for inquires.

000 per month. Call

Apartments

Very Special

Apartment
422 East Main. Above
Insomnia Cookies with
private entrance. 1 large
bdrm, 1/2 bath, 1600 sq.
ft, 2 floors. Modern kitch-
en, bath + all appliances

including  washer/dryer.
$1350/mo. 2 yrs. Avail.
April 15. Call 859-312-

8333 or 941-228-3470.

Classified Hours
Monday through Friday 8 to 5

NEED IT?

Run a
Daily News
Classified

“Wanted to Buy”
Call 783-3232

Merchandise

Deals & Bargains

15 unique jigsaw puzzles.
1000-2000 pieces, new. $30
cash. Call (270)202-2774.

Couch and recliner. Very
nice, must see! $200. Call
270-770-3171.

“Lux” brand Instapot. NEW
in box. 8 quart, 6-in-1. $50.
Call 270-563-2299.

Murray State  University
Alumni Directory -1997. Free.
270-782-3441.

One HP electric airblower.
Works great. $25. Call 270-
202-7083.

3 Clive Cussler books - Sa-
cred Stone, White Death &
Medusa. Great condition.
$25. Call 270-782-3156.

4 pairs of mens jeans. Wran-
gler & Chaps. Size 38x32.
Good condition. $28 cash.
Call (270)202-2774.

|Classifieds Work Wonders.

Deals & Bargains

55 gallon barrel with the top.
$20. Call 270-202-7083.

Nice sewing rocker. Mahog-
any finish. Excellent condi-
tion. $ 20. Picture upon re-
quest. Call (270) 991-7347

3 HB books. The History
of Dale Hollow Lake, Dark
Cloud over Greenville, Ky &
Senior Moments. $20. Call
270-782-3156.

Miscellaneous
For Sale
10” square bake dish of Corn

Flower Blue Corning Ware,
no lid. $10. 270-781-3648

The stands are new and
about 3 inches tall, 10 inch-
es in diameter. 4 available
for $20. 270-781-3648

2 AKC Reg male & female
Yorkie puppies. FREE to a

good home. If interested,
contact danamorgani89@
gmail.com

Shepherd poles, little over 8
ft tall. About 6 in above the
ground stack, have one hook
on the side. 3 for the price of
one. $30.270-781-3648

Pets & Livestock

Public Notices

S

Domestic Pets

Public Notices

Rottweiler puppies. Regis-
tered & purebred. 8 weeks
old. $1,200. Call 615-788-
7061 for more information.

Boston Terrier Puppies
2 males, born Nov. 11th.
Had 1st shots and been
wormed. $600. Call or text
270-779-7587

Transportation

S

Automobhiles

2010 Cadillac CTS-V 4 door,
blue. V8, drives good, good
tires. Leather seats. Check
engine light is on. $3,000
obo. Call 270-597-7803 for
more info.

Classified Line Ad Deadline:
2:00 p.m. The Day Before
Publication.

Call Early In The Week!

PUBLISHERS NOTICE

All real estate advertising
in this newspaper is sub-
ject to the Fair Housing Act
which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference,
limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, handicap, family
status or national origin, or
an intention to make any
such preference, limitation
or discrimination” Family
status includes children un-
der the age of 18 living with
parents or legal custodians,
preghant women and people
securing custody of children
under 18.
This newspaper will not
knowingly accept any adver-
tising for real estate which is
in violation of the law. Our
readers are hereby informed
that all dwellings advertised
in this newspaper are avail-
able on an equal opportu-
nity basis. To complain of
discrimination call HUD toll-
free at 800-669-9777. The
toll-free telephone number
for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.



