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Bulldogs dominate in 

win over Wildcats

BY STEVE LEMASTER

SPORTS WRITER 

HAZARD — Haz-

ard pulled away to beat 

Buckhorn 80-52 in the 

semifi nals of the 54th 

District Boys’ Basket-

ball Tournament at Per-

ry County Central on 

Tuesday, Feb. 25. 

The Bulldogs 

thrived off ensively and 

defensively throughout 

the district tournament 

game.

Hazard shot 68.9 

percent (31 of 45) from 

the fi eld. The Bulldogs 

shot 53.3 percent (eight-

of-15) from three-point 

range.

Hazard shot 83.3 

percent (10 of 12) from 

the free throw line. 

Owning an advan-

tage inside, Hazard out-

rebounded Buckhorn 

22-14. 

Evin Eversole led 

Hazard to the win. 

Eversole scored 27 

points and cleared out 

eight rebounds for the 

Bulldogs. A standout for 

Hazard, Eversole led all 

players in scoring and 

rebounding.

Accompanying Ever-

sole in double fi gures 

for Hazard, Daulton 

Combs scored 13 points 

and Seth Caudill netted 

12 points.

Narrowly missing 

double fi gures for Haz-

ard, Nick Ratliff  and 

Trace Kincaid scored 

nine points apiece. 

Nine diff erent play-

ers provided scoring for 

the Bulldogs. Tucker 

Johnson (four points), 

Braden Yonts (two 

points), Rydge Beverly 

(two points) and Kenyon 

Higgins (two points) ac-

counted for the rest of 

Hazard’s scoring. 

Buckhorn shot 51.2 

percent (22 of 43) from 

the fi eld. The Wildcats 

shot 40 percent (four-

of-10) from three-point 

range.

Buckhorn shot 57.1 

percent (four of seven) 

from the free-throw 

line.

Jacob Neace paced 

Buckhorn, scoring 14 

points for the Wildcats. 

Joining Neace in double 

fi gures for Buckhorn, 

Daniel Morris netted 12 

points. 

Finishing outside 

double fi gures, Ethan 

Huff  (eight points), 

Brayden Rice (six 

points), Austin Riley 

(fi ve points), Peyton 

Collins (four points) and 

Waylon Moore (three 

points) were the other 

scorers for the Wildcats. 

Hazard’s Nick Ratliff

Hazard’s Evin Eversole

2025-2026 Kentucky 

fishing and hunting 

licenses available
A HAZARD HERALD 

STAFF REPORT 

FRANKFORT — 

Licenses and permits 

are available to fi sh, 

hunt and trap in Ken-

tucky. 

With some of the 

fi nest outdoor oppor-

tunities available any-

where, Kentucky’s 

fi elds, woods and water-

ways provide adventure 

for avid outdoors enthu-

siasts and newcomers 

alike.

The 2025-2026 li-

cense year started on 

Saturday, March 1, and 

runs through Feb. 28 of 

next year. License and 

permit fees for Ken-

tucky residents are un-

changed from the 2024-

2025 license year and 

most non-resident fees 

remain the same.

In Kentucky, a li-

cense covers basic hunt-

ing or fi shing for many 

species, whereas addi-

tional state permits are 

required when pursuing 

specifi c other species, 

such as fi shing for trout 

or hunting for migratory 

birds, deer, wild turkey 

or black bear. Sports-

men’s-type licenses in-

clude multiple permits 

as well as basic hunting 

and fi shing privileges.

For the 2025-2026 

license year, prices for 

four non-resident op-

tions refl ect a moderate 

fee increase, including:

Annual Hunting 

License (nonresident) - 

$160; 

Spring Turkey Per-

mit (non-resident) - $110; 

Fall Turkey Permit 

(non-resident) - $110; 

Deer Permit 

(non-resident) - $235.

Introduced last year, 

the resident Senior Life-

time Sportsman’s Li-

cense remains priced at 

$180. It includes hunt-

ing and fi shing licenses 

plus permits for trout, 

deer, spring and fall 

turkey, migratory game 

birds and waterfowl. It 

is available to Kentucky 

residents aged 65 and 

older, who can purchase 

it once and then simply 

carry an electronic copy 

or reprint each year to 

display the current li-

cense year.

Seniors in Kentucky 

still have the option to 

purchase an annual 

Senior Sportsman’s Li-

cense that provides the 

same licenses and per-

mits for the license year 

for just $12. Resident 

anglers have the option 

to purchase an annual 

Fishing License for $23 

or a 3-year Fishing Li-

cense for added conve-

nience and value at just 

$55.

Licenses and per-

mits are sold online 

through Kentucky Fish 

and Wildlife’s web-

site License Sales por-

tal, searchable off  the 

homepage at fw.ky.gov. 

Licenses and permits 

also are sold at agent lo-

cations across the state. 

A list of license agents 

by county is available on 

the department’s web-

site.

The department re-

ceives its primary fund-

ing through revenue 

raised by the sale of 

hunting and fi shing li-

censes, as well as feder-

al excise taxes generated 

by the sale of recreation-

al fi rearms and ammu-

nition, archery gear and 

fi shing equipment.

Springtime provides 

many opportunities to 

take someone new into 

the fi eld. Youth turkey 

weekend is April 5-6, 

while the main turkey 

season opens a week 

later, on April 12. The 

Youth Sportsman’s Li-

cense, available to res-

idents ages 12-15, is a 

great value at $30 and 

covers turkey hunting 

and deer hunting.

The warmer weath-

er also provides for fan-

tastic fi shing across the 

state. Learn about those 

opportunities in the 

Fishing and Boating 

Guide. The 2025-2026 

guide is available on the 

agency website.

Another great re-

source is the Fish Boat 

KY app. Available free 

from iTunes and Goo-

gle Play, the app helps 

anglers fi nd waterbod-

ies, boat ramps and 

other water access from 

the palm of their hand. 

Users can also search 

by species of fi sh, store 

copies of their licenses, 

and much more using 

the smartphone app

To learn all the ba-

sics on hunting and 

fi shing, the Kentucky 

Fish and Wildlife web-

site (fw.ky.gov) has many 

resources for individ-

uals new to the sports. 

For in-person classes, 

search Hook and Cook 

or Field to Fork on the 

site. Classes are off ered 

across the state to pro-

vide learning opportu-

nities for all ages.

Anglers from 

throughout the central 

United States come to 

Kentucky to fi sh its wa-

ters, including the state’s 

renowned trout fi sh-

ery in the Cumberland 

River and the crappie 

fi shery in Kentucky and 

Barkley lakes. Kentucky 

is a top destination na-

tionally for deer hunting 

and maintains the larg-

est elk herd east of the 

Rocky Mountains. The 

application period to ap-

ply for a 2025 elk hunt 

runs through April 30.

For more informa-

tion about hunting and 

fi shing opportunities 

in Kentucky, visit the 

department website at 

fw.ky.gov . For ques-

tions, call 1-800-858-

1549, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

(ET) weekdays, exclud-

ing holidays.


