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not doing a good job on 
that at this point, then 
we don’t want to expand 
that out to other kids.” 
The audit’s findings on 
kindergarten readiness 
between 2018 and 2023 
“revealed overall kinder-
garten readiness levels 
below 50% for each year 
with performance declin-
ing in the most recent 
three years.”

“So, step one would 
be to make sure our pre-
schools are performing 
to the highest level they 
can be,” Ball said, adding 
that her takeaway would 
be to fix that first.

Only about 27% of Ken-
tucky’s 4-year-olds were 
enrolled in a state-fund-
ed preschool program 
dur ing  the  2023 -24 
school year,  accord-
ing to data presented 
last week to Beshear’s 
Pre-K for All Advisor y 
Committee. Kentucky’s 
neighbor, West Virginia, 
which of fers universal 
pre-K, enrolled 67% of its 
4-year-olds in a state pre-
school program during 
that same time. Iowa and 
Oklahoma enrolled 66% 
of their 4-year-olds.

Ball’s audit report of 
KDE said “widespread 
improvements are need-
ed across the agency.” 
For about 45 minutes, 
Ball gave lawmakers an 

over view of the more 
than 550-page docu-
ment Monday. KDE did 
not address lawmakers 
during the meeting.

The General Assembly 
passed legislation in 2024 
directing the auditor to 
review the education 
agency.

Ball said that it was 
an opportune time to do 
the audit as KDE crafts 
its strategic plan and 
“and this will help them, 
I think, quite a bit to be 
able to accomplish that in 
the most effective way.” 
Also, lawmakers will 
deliberate the next bien-
nial state budget when 
they reconvene in Frank-
fort in January.

The auditor empha-
sized during her presen-
tation a need for KDE 
and the Kentucky Board 
of Education to have 
measurable benchmarks 
instead of broad goals 
and to improve commu-
nication issues between 
education leaders in Ken-
tucky.

Ball also encouraged 
lawmakers  to  th ink 
about how the legisla-
ture can address issues 
with budget appropria-
tions, such as providing 
funding for math and 
literacy coaches and 
addressing a shortage of 
school counselors. The 
auditor said her team 
found that 628 more 
counselors are needed in 
Kentucky.

“We discovered that 

nearly half of all school 
districts don’t meet the 
recommended counsel-
or to student ratio of 1 to 
250 students,” Ball said. 
“And that actually sounds 
like quite a lot to me, 
even as it is, but that’s 
our goal right now.”

The School Safety and 
Resiliency Act passed 
in 2019 set a goal for 
school districts to have 
at least one counselor 
for every 250 students. 
It also said counselors 
should spend at least 
60% of their time pro-
viding direct services to 
students.

The audit also covered 
some financial issues, 
including a finding that 
KDE failed to use $250 
million that could have 
gone into bolstering 
under funded areas of 
education during fiscal 
years 2021-24. Howev-
er, the department dis-
puted the finding in its 
response to the report.

Ball also said that 
KDE could do more 
when it comes to sex-
ual assault prevention 
and raising awareness 
in schools. Some issues 
auditors found were 
that there is not a data-
base to track middle 
and high school coach-
es being investigated or 
charged with inappro-
priate behavior towards 
minors. Also, the Ken-
tucky  High  Schoo l 
Athlet ic  Associat ion 
(KHSAA) does not have 

a tracking system for 
Title IX complaints.

Title IX is a federal 
law that prohibits sex-
based discrimination 
in education programs 
that receive federal fund-
ing. The law has gained 
attention recently after a 
federal judge reaffirmed 
his decision to block 
Biden administration 
Title IX rules, including 
those aimed at protect-

ing LGBTQ+ students 
from discrimination in 
schools, earlier this year.

Ball said “boys playing 
in girls sports” is “still 
a national issue” that 
can come up in Title IX 
complaints. The General 
Assembly passed a law 
banning transgender 
womens and girls from 
playing on female sports 
teams in the state in 
2022.

AUDITOR
FROM PAGE B4

PAXTON MEDIA GROUP

CALL TO PLACE  YOUR AD IN PRINT AND ONLINE IN KENTUCKY
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0100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

AFFORDABLE TV & INTER-
NET. If you are overpaying for
your service, call now for a free
quote and see how much you
can save! 1-877-548-7494
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for
18 months! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior &
Military Discounts available.
Call: 1-833-770-0957
Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920 Book
manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Compre-
hensive Services: Consultation,
Production, Promotion and Dis-
tribution Call for Your Free Au-
thor`s Guide 1-855-209-2951 or
visit dorranceinfo.com/Kentucky
CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END
MEN'S SPORT WATCHES.
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona,
GMT, Submariner and Speed-
master. These brands only! Call
for a quote: 1-833-641-6058
Choose EarthLink Fiber Inter-
net for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no
data caps, no throttling. Prices
starting at $54.95. Plus, a $100
gift card when you make the
switch. Call 1-833-974-4780
Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers. No long-
term contract, no hidden fees
and activation is free. All plans
feature unlimited talk and text,
starting at just $20/month. For
more information, call 1-833-
353-2982
DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get
your FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-855-
900-7392
www.dental50plus.com/26
#6258
DIRECTV OVER INTERNET -
Get your favorite live TV, sports
and local channels. 99% signal
reliability! CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months. HBO
Max and Premium Channels in-
cluded for 3 mos (w/CHOICE
Package or higher.) No annual
contract, no hidden fees! Some
restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-
888-340-6138
Donate your car, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and re-
ceive a top tax deduction! Call
Veteran Car Donations at 1-
833-984-2146 today!

0100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

Frankfort Office Space for rent:
Second floor with four large of-
fice areas, restroom. Office
desks furnished. Located ½
mile from I-64 Lawrenceburg
exit 53A. Electric, water, gas,
utilities and internet included.
$2,200 per month. Call Bon-
nie Howard, Kentucky Press
Association, 502-223-8821.
Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV
to assist the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure
a generous tax credit for 2025.
Call Heritage for the Blind
Today at 1-877-581-3053
today!
Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited
Talk, Text and Data For Just
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G
Networks, One Low Price! Call
Today and Get The Latest
iPhone Every Year On Us! 855-
841-2894
Get DISH Satellite TV + Inter-
net! Free Install, Free HD-DVR
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand
Movies, Plus Limited Time Up
To $600 In Gift Cards. Call
Today! 1-855-633-4574
GOT AN UNWANTED CAR???
DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC
HEARTS. Fast free pick up.
Patriotic Heartsʼ programs help
veterans find work or start their
own business. Call 24/7: 1-833-
485-3141.
HOME BREAK-INS take less
than 60 SECONDS. Don't wait!
Protect your family, your home,
your assets NOW for as little as
70¢ a day! Call 1-833-360-5407
Inflation is at 40 year highs. In-
terest rates are way up. Credit
Cards. Medical Bills. Car
Loans. Do you have $10k or
more in debt? Call NATIONAL
DEBT RELIEF and find out how
to pay off your debt for signific-
antly less than what you owe!
FREE quote: Call 1-844-262-
5602
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can in-
stall a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, waiving ALL
installation costs! (Additional
terms apply. Subject to change
and vary by dealer. (Offer ends
9/30/25.) Call 1-866-837-5986

Elizabethtown
LOOKING TO BUY FULL

OLD BOTTLES OF
BOURBON AND

BOURBON SIGNS
Call 270-304-5062

NEED NEW WINDOWS?
Drafty rooms? Chipped or dam-
aged frames? Need outside
noise reduction? New, energy
efficient windows may be the
answer! Call for a consultation
& FREE quote today. 1-833-
890-2083. You will be asked
for the zip code of the property
when connecting.

0100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

No more cleaning out gutters.
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is the
most advanced gutter protec-
tion for your home, backed by a
no-clog guarantee and lifetime
transferrable warranty. Call
today 1-866-329-2415 to
schedule a FREE inspection
and no obligation estimate.
Plus get 20% off! Seniors and
military save an additional 10%.
Restrictions apply, see repres-
entative for warranty and offer
details
Omaha Steaks Wines. 12 world
class wines (and bonus gifts)
for ONLY $79.99 (plus s/h.)
Save $160! 12 new wine selec-
tions plus a FREE $25 Omaha
Steaks E-reward card every
three months. Cancel anytime.
100% guarantee! Call 1-844-
740-5945 and mention code
AGJF002 or visit
www.GetOSWine.com/sip169
Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact design
and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit!
Call 888-982-0374
Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualifying purchase.
Call 1-844-688-8576 today to
schedule a free quote. Itʼs not
just a generator. Itʼs a power
move.
Replace your roof with the best
looking and longest lasting ma-
terial – steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles and mul-
tiple colors available. Guaran-
teed to last a lifetime! Limited
Time Offer – up to 50% off in-
stallation + Additional 10% off
install (for military, health work-
ers & 1st responders.) Call Erie
Metal Roofs: 1-888-306-0302
Safe Step. North Americaʼs #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600 Off
for a limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call Safe
Step 1-888-302-4539
SunSetter. Americaʼs Number
One Awning! Instant shade at
the touch of a button. Trans-
form your deck or patio into an
outdoor oasis. Up to 10-year
limited warranty. Call now and
SAVE $350 today! 1-866-348-
8793
We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell
your old, busted or junk car with
no hoops, haggles or head-
aches. Sell your car to Peddle.
Easy three step process. In-
stant offer. Free pickup. Fast
payment. Call 1-844-440-0399
We Buy Houses for Cash AS
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy three step pro-
cess: Call, get cash offer and
get paid. Get your fair cash of-
fer today by calling Liz Buys
Houses: 1-888-287-5615

0100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

We Buy Vintage Guitar's! Look-
ing for 1920-1980 Gibson, Mar-
tin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone,
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie State, D'Angelico,
Stromberg. And Gibson Man-
dolins / Banjos. These brands
only! Call for a quote: 1-833-
641-7011
Wesley Financial Group, LLC
Timeshare Cancellation Ex-
perts Over $50,000,000 in time-
share debt and fees cancelled
in 2019. Get free informational
package and learn how to get
rid of your timeshare! Free con-
sultations. Over 450 positive re-
views. Call 855-977-4979
YOU MAY QUALIFY for disabil-
ity benefits if you have are
between 52-63 years old and
under a doctorʼs care for a
health condition that prevents
you from working for a year or
more. Call now! 1-833-641-
6772

0300 PETS

BONNIEVILLE-
BEAGLES, BEAGLES,

BEAGLES
Good Hunting stock and make
great pets. pets, 4 mos old, to
1 year old. (502)727-2950 or
(270)369-9992
Jasper IN -

Miniature Cavapoo puppy,
male 10 weeks old Hypoaller-

genic/ no shedding, & Par-
tially housebroken.

Great Family dog, Vet &
Groomer references available.
Shots, wormed health guaran-

tee. Text or call and leave
msg (812) 559-1506

MONTGOMERY, IN.-
Registered, Light red male,
small mini Poodle, 16 wks.,
$500. Photos available
(812)787-3288

0400 FARM

CECILIA - *FOR SALE*
74 3000 Ford Gas Tractor
Power Steering, Live PTO,

8-Speed Transmission, Runs
Good, Good Rear Tires 16.9-
28 Good Front Tires 7.50-16

Asking $3,500 Call
(270) 862-3100

0500 MERCHANDISE

Highland Memorial Gardens
Mt Washington KY

Veteran Section, 2 Lawn Crypts
Side by Side,

Very Desirable Location
$7998, Call at

(502)-797-7627

0500 MERCHANDISE

LOOKING TO BUY
4-wheelers,

dirt bikes, mowers &
zero turns,

golf carts & tractors,
trailers, UTV's and

side by sides.
Call or text

270-766-9940
RADCLIFF- New Coats, wo-
men's size medium $35.00 firm.
Call Pearl 209-446-1258
RADCLIFF - ***FOR SALE***
2 Burial Plots at North Hardin
Memorial Gardens. Bronze on

Granite Plaque. $1,900
(270) 763-3067

0600 REAL ESTATE FOR 
RENT

Bardstown-
3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH,

$995/ month
502-293-0132.

Apartment/Duplex for Rent
Adairville, KY
$400/month + Deposit
Smoke-free Environment
(270) 539-2043

Shelbyville, KY
2 BEDROOM CONDO
2 1/2 baths, garage, fireplace,
stainless appliances.
Brassfield Estates
$1,200/month | No Pets.
859-481-1333

1 & 2 Bedroom Apts
Bardstown Location

Call Sam Wheatley
502-507-1585

0700 REAL ESTATE FOR 
SALE

3 0 3 1 B e e c h G r v R d
Shepherdsville, KY 3BR-2B
Euro Style 2-Story, 20 Min I65-
S f r o m d o w n t o w n . N o w
$199,000. XL patio, deck &
shed. 100% reno w/ applc's. ,
homes.com. 502.599.6728
Clarkson-
Great Location-

Between Rough River and
Nolin Lakes close to Western

KY Parkway in Clarkson.
Beautiful Bedford Stone

House 3 Bedrooms, 1 1/2
Baths, Large Living Room,

Large Kitchen With
Family Room & Fireplace,

Sunroom on back.
City Sewer and Garbage
Natural Gas Hooked Up

Approx. 1 Acre Lot
Outbuilding, Mature Trees,

Lots of Shade, Garden Spot
Asking Price $299,000

270-230-6726 270-230-6038

Classifi  eds
Get The Job Done

0800 TRANSPORTATION

CAMPBELLSVILLE-

2021 C-Force Moto 600 4/4
Four Wheeler, approximately
900 miles like new condition.
Asking $5,500. Call 270-299-
6308

Owensboro - 99 Miata 5
Speed, AC, Chrome Roll Bar,

New Top & Hood, 168K,
Some Hail

Damage, Reduced $5,900
(270) 993-4088 No Texts.
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CLASSIFIED DEADLINE
FRIDAY - 3:00 PM

Contact Customer Service at
(270) 667-2068, Option 1 or

classifieds@journalenterprise.com
Monday-Friday 7AM-3PM

Holidays advance deadlines 24 hours.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

The Public Service Commission of Kentucky issued an order of
July 31, 2025, scheduling a public comment meeting to be held on
September 8, 2025, at 5 p.m., Eastern Daylight Time, at Jefferson
Community & Technical College: Hovarth Auditorium, 1000
Community College Dr., Louisville, KY 40272 for the purpose of
hearing public comments on Kentucky Utilities Company and
Louisville Gas and Electric Company applications for adjustment of
its electric and gas rates and approval of certain regulatory and
accounting treatments in Case Nos. 2025-00113 and 2025-00114.

WEBSTER COUNTY FISC-
AL COURT

INVITATION TO BID

Webster County Fiscal Court
will be accepting bids for the
removal and installation of a
60-foot bridge on Slaughters
Elmwood Road Crossing over
(East Fork Deer Creek).

Bids will be opened and read
August the 25th at the Fiscal
Court meeting beginning at
9:00 A.M at the Webster
County Senior Center, Dixon
KY.

Bids shall be delivered to the
office of Webster County
Judge/Executive Steve Henry
in a marked, addressed
sealed envelope, or mailed to
P.O. Box 155 Dixon, KY
42409.

Webster County Fiscal Court
reserves the right to accept
and/or reject any and/or all
bids, or any part thereof, and
to waive all formalities in
awarding the bid.

Specs can be picked up at the
County Judge/Executive
office in Courthouse Dixon,
KY.

The Webster County PVA Of-
fice is now accepting
resumes to possibly fill a Full
Time and/or Part Time Posi-
tions that have been
allocated to this office.

Resumes can be dropped off
on or before August 29, 2025
at the Office of the Webster
County PVA on the Ground
Floor of the
Courthouse in Dixon, Ky.

Webster County PVA Office
PO Box 88
Dixon, Ky. 42409
Ph. 1 (270) 639-7016


