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Crackdown on diversity programs altering college graduations

BY CHEYANNE MUMPHREY
AND CAROLYN THOMPSON

ASSOCIATED PRESS

PHOENIX As a
first-generation college
student, Austin Kissing-
er was looking forward
to celebrating graduation
with others of similar
backgrounds who helped
each other find their way
at the University of Ken-
tucky. Typically, Kentucky
students who are the first
in their family to graduate
from college pick a faculty
member to join them in a
special ceremony.

Earlier this month, the
university canceled the
ceremony, along with
other convocations that
recognize Black and
LGBTQ+ students, citing
the Trump administra-
tion’s campaign to rein in
diversity, equity and inclu-
sion programs.

Those student groups
pooled resources for a cel-
ebration together off cam-
pus — without the school’s
involvement but
Kissinger said the about-
face left him and others
feeling unsupported.

“It’s kind of like you're
taking away our celebra-
tion, like you're not letting
us embrace who we want
to be,” said Kissinger,
a graduating senior who
leads the university’s First
Generation Student Orga-
nization. “You're not letting
us represent what we do at
the university.”

President Donald
Trump’s calls to elimi-
nate any program that
treats students differently
because of their race have
brought new scrutiny of
affinity graduation ceremo-
nies. The events have long
been a way to build com-
munity and recognize the
achievements and unique
experiences of underrepre-
sented students.

Many affinity ceremo-
nies are on track to pro-
ceed as usual around the
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Austin Kissinger is seen at Gatton Student Center on the University of Kentucky’s campus
Tuesday, April 29, in Lexington, Ky.

country, with colleges say-
ing the events comply with
new guidance.

But some colleges are
pulling back support.
Those include Harvard
University, which is bat-
tling the Trump admin-
istration over demands
related to campus activ-
ism and diversity efforts
on campus. Despite suing
the administration over
some of its attempts to
force changes on campus,
Harvard told students it
would no longer provide
funding, staffing or spac-
es for affinity celebra-
tions, the Harvard Crim-
son student newspaper
reported.

SOME COLLEGES
ACTTO COMPLY
WITH TRUMP
ADMINISTRATION
GUIDANCE

At the University of
Kentucky, spokesperson
Jay Blanton said the main
commencement celebrates
all students. He said the
university did away with
others to comply with the
law and “how we believe it
is being interpreted by the
administration.”

“The success and sup-
port of our students is a
principle and purpose that
is incredibly important to

us. Everything we do on
this campus, we do with
that in mind as our goal,”
Blanton said. “At the same
time, we believe we must
comply with the law and
are doing so here.”

Around the country, uni-
versities have come under
increasing pressure to get
in line with the political
agenda of Trump’s admin-
istration, which already
has frozen billions of
dollars in grants for Har-
vard, Columbia Universi-
ty and other colleges over
allegations they have not
done enough to counter
antisemitism.

The Education Depart-
ment directed colleges to
distance themselves from
DEI with a ”"Dear Col-
league” letter in February.
It said a 2023 Supreme
Court decision outlawing
the use of racial preferenc-
es in college admissions
also applied to things
like hiring, scholarships
and graduation ceremo-
nies. The administration
contended American
educational institutions
have been discriminating
against students, including
white and Asian American
students.

“In a shameful echo of a
darker period in this coun-
try’s history, many Ameri-

Simpson County opens
life jacket loaner stations

BY BEVERLY BRAGG
FRANKLIN FAVORITE

With warmer weather
arriving, Simpson County
has once again made life
jackets available at its two
loaner stations along the
West Fork of Drakes Creek.
The free program, support-
ed by the Kentucky Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife
Resources, provides life
jackets for public use on
local waterways from May
through September.

The pair of stations
opened in August 2023 due
to a partnership between
Simpson County officials
and the Kentucky Depart-
ment of Fish & Wildlife
Resources.

One station is located at
Drakes Creek on Highway
73 East, and the second
is near Drakes Creek at
the low water crossing on
Barnes School Road.

The kiosks were con-
structed at the two main
locations in Simpson Coun-
ty where people enter and
leave Drakes Creek.

Each station is stocked
with assorted sizes of U.S.
Coast Guard-approved
jackets and instructions
on how to properly fit and
wear a life jacket.

Kayakers and boaters
may borrow the life jackets
at no cost and the jackets
can be returned to either
one of the kiosk stations.

Palmer reports monthly
to the Department of Fish
& Wildlife to restock life
jacket supplies that are not
returned.

According to the Ken-
tucky Department of Fish
& Wildlife, the state’s
lakes, rivers, and streams
are popular destinations
and receive heavy use
from recreational boaters,
paddlers, and swimmers.

Kentucky law mandates
that each person on a boat
have readily accessible,
Coast Guard-approved
life jackets that fit proper-
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Courtesy of SC Office of Emergency Management
Simpson County’s life jacket loaner kiosk at Drakes Creek
on Hwy 73 opened last week. A second life jacket loaner
station on Barnes School Road low water crossing is also

open.

ly. Furthermore, children
under the age of 12 are
required to wear a life jack-
et while in the open part of
a moving boat.

Kentucky Fish & Wild-
life started the Life Jacket
Loaner Station program
in June 2021 to promote
water safety and make life
jackets accessible to as
many people as possible.

The department sup-
plies all of the necessary
signage, life jackets, and
building plans for the life
jacket loaner stations, and
citizen groups or other
public agencies acquire
the materials needed to
build the kiosks to specifi-
cations developed and pro-
vided by the department.

Robert Palmer, with the
Simpson County Office of
Emergency Management,
said the season to supply

the loaner life jackets runs
from May 1 to Sept. 30.

Simpson Fiscal Court,
the Simpson County
Detention Center, and the
Simpson County Office
of Emergency Manage-
ment all worked together
to bring the two kiosks to
Simpson County in 2023.

Palmer worked through
fiscal court to obtain the
two kiosks and inmates
from the detention center
built them.

Fiscal court provided
around $1,000 in funding
for building materials for
the kiosks and the Depart-
ment of Fish & Wildlife
provided funding for the
life jackets and signage
posted at each station.

Beverly Bragg can be
reached by emailing bbragg@
franklinfavorite.com.

can schools and universities
even encourage segregation
by race at graduation cere-
monies and in dormitories
and other facilities,” read the
letter, which was signed by
Craig Trainor, the Education
Department’s acting assis-
tant secretary for civil rights.
The practice has roots
in the era of segregation at
some schools, but organiz-
ers of Black convocations
today say they are a way to
celebrate the accomplish-
ments of diverse student
populations that were once
overlooked. Many colleges
also have “Lavender grad-
uations,” which celebrate
LGBTQ+ students and
grew out of a time decades
ago when many lacked sup-
port from their families.
For students who are
the first in their families
to attend college, it can be
easy to feel out of place or
unsure of where to turn
for help, Kissinger said. At
Kentucky, he said he often
felt like he had to figure

during the inspection period.

od (May 20th, 2025).

INSPECTION PERIOD FOR THE PROPERTY TAX
ASSESSMENT ROLL

The Daviess County real property tax roll will be opened for in-

spection from May 5 through May 19, 2025. Under the supervi-

sion of the Property Valuation Administrator or one of the depu-

ties, any person may inspect the tax roll.

This is the January 1, 2025, assessment on which state, county,

and school taxes for 2025 will be due.

The tax roll is in the office of the property valuation administrator

in the county courthouse and may be inspected between the

hours of 8:00 AM— 4:30 PM & Saturday May 10th & 17th

between 8:00 AM and 12:00 PM.

Any taxpayer desiring to appeal an assessment on real property

made by the PVA must first request a conference with the PVA

or a designated deputy. The conference may be held prior to or|

The taxpayer can appeal his/her assessment by filing in person,
filing via phone or sending a letter or other written petition stating
the reasons for appeal, identifying the property and stating the
taxpayer's opinion of the fair cash value of the property.

Any taxpayer still aggrieved by an assessment on real property,
after the conference with the PVA or designated deputy, may ap-
peal to the county board of assessment appeals.

The appeal must be filed with the county clerk's office no later
than one work day following the conclusion of the inspection peri-

A taxpayer failing to appeal to the county board of assessment
appeals, or failing to appear before the board, either in person or
by designated representative, will not be eligible to appeal dir-
ectly to the Kentucky Board of Tax Appeals.

Appeals of personal property assessments shall not be made to
the county board of assessment appeals. Personal property tax-
payers shall be served notice under the provisions of KRS
132.450(4) and shall have the protest and appeal rights granted
under the provisions of KRS 131.110.

The following steps should be taken when a taxpayer does not
agree with the assessed value of personal property as determ-
ined by the property valuation administrator.

(1) He must list under protest (for certification) what he believes
to be the fair cash value of his property.

(2) He must file a written protest directly with the Department of
Revenue, Office of Property Valuation within 30 days from the
date of the notice of assessment.

(3) This protest must be in accordance with KRS 131.110

(4) The final decision of the Department of Revenue may be ap-
pealed to the Kentucky Board of Tax Appeals.

out everything on his own.
The affinity ceremony, he
said, was intended as a cel-
ebration of resilience and
pride that they reached
graduation.

WITH CEREMONIES
CANCELED, SOME FIND
OTHER WAYS TO KEEP
UP TRADITIONS

Arizona’s Maricopa
County Community Col-
leges called off all its cul-
tural and special interest
convocations, citing in a
statement “enforcement
priorities” set by the U.S.
Education Department. But
the Salt River Pima-Marico-
pa Indian Community vol-
unteered to hold a convo-
cation ceremony for Ameri-
can Indian graduates.

“While we are deeply
disappointed by the can-
cellation of convocation
ceremonies for minority
students, we believe it is
important to come togeth-
er as a community to
honor our graduates and
their families,” community
President Martin Harvier
said in a statement.

At Ohio University,
Aaron Thomas arranged
for his alma mater’s Black
alumni weekend to go for-
ward this spring after the
university canceled it to
comply with a state prohibi-
tion on DEI, which echoes
the federal directive. Thom-
as, who runs a production
company near the univer-
sity’s campus in Athens,
Ohio, planned to foot the
bill for an alumni barbecue
until the mayor’s office,
nonprofits and restaurants
pitched in to organize a
weekend of events.
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Property Valuation Administrator
Daviess County, Kentucky

Among the schools with
affinity events planned
over the next few weeks is
California State University,
Long Beach, which says
its celebrations for Pacific
Islander and Cambodian
students, among others,
comply with the adminis-
tration’s guidance because
they are open to anybody.

“Our students are look-
ing forward to these cele-
brations, which are open to
all and are consistent with
guidance from the Depart-
ment of Education,” spokes-
person Jim Milbury said.

On its website, a state-
ment included with infor-
mation about the cultural
celebrations acknowledg-
es the changing college
landscape:

“Particularly as federal
immigration policies evolve,
there may be concerns that
representatives and offi-
cers from U.S. immigration
enforcement agencies may
visit university campus-
es across the country,” it
says. “While we have no
knowledge of any planned
visit to our campus, we
offer this information.”
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Downsizing Sale
Rick and Mary Embry
4619 Crescent Hill Dr
Owensboro, KY 42303
(Off of Old Hartford Road,
across from Stone Creek)

Thursday, May 1, 9am - 4pm
Friday, May 2, 9am - 4pm
Saturday, May 3, 9am - 3pm

This beautiful home is full of
traditional modern furniture.
Items include Ty Pennington
by Howard Miller black Grand-
father Clock, Pottery Barn
style extendable harvest table
with 10 tufted-back up-
holstered chairs, neutral color
reclining chairs and ottomans,
cherry china cabinet., modern
television console, pair of end
tables, cherry entertainment
center, Wynwood bedside
chests and file cabinet, 2 king-
sized beds, 3pc sectional
bookcase, dark mahogany TV
cabinet, traditional cherry
chest and dresser, painted
chest (white), low sofa table,
club chairs and stool, almost
new sleeper sofa, cedar chest,
walnut antique high chair,
glads top console, end tables,
Victorian bed and dresser in
walnut, antique cradle, maple
rocker, lamps, prints, glass-
ware including American
Block, lots of items for enter-
taining, including lots of bar-
ware, kitchenware including
Instapot, patio furniture, out-
door pots, books including
children’s, Christmas and holi-
day decor, vintage toys includ-
ing Ninja Turtles and Fisher
Price, golf clubs, Play Station
and gaming items, Vizio Smart
TV & other Vizio TV, Schwinn
ladies bike and men’s Raleigh
bike, nice towels, linens, new
pool cover pumps, paddle
boat w/canopy, tons of pool
toys, and so much more.
Check out Estatesales.org to
view photos of many of the
items that will be in this sale.

Cash, check (with proper ID),
credit/debit cards (with a 3%
fee added) accepted, or
Venmo. All sales are final. No
returns or refunds. KY sales
tax of 6% will be added un-
less buyer presents a resale
exemption certificate. All items
purchased are as-is. We are
not responsible for accidents.
YOU MUST bring help to
move large items as we DO
NOT have staff to assist. All
items must be removed by
3pm on Saturday. Please
bring boxes and paper to
pack your items. Call 270-
903-7859 with questions.

Locally Owned & Operated
2768 Frederica Street Wesleyan Park Plaza ¢ 270-686-7508
HOURS: 9AM-8PM Monday-Saturday ¢ 11AM-6PM Sunday




