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Early Days

Storm brings ‘death, injury and untold damage’

n Friday, Jan, 19, 1924,
O one of the most severe

storms that the people
of Campbellsville could

Antle was working in the barn
of his father, Martin Antle, when
the storm struck. He attempted
to get back to the house when

¢ Joe B. Gaddie had several
barns and outhouses damaged
and destroyed.

e Omer Stone’s house and

¢ John Gilpin’s house had a
severely damaged roof.

¢ Charlie Parrott had one barn
destroyed and one damaged.

e A large black sugar
tree blown down across the
residence of Dr. W.B. Adkinson,
causing damage to the front part

recall plagued Taylor aflying tree limb struck ¢ Thomas Stone’s barn was two barns were wrecked. of the house and porch.

County. 1 him, causing near fatal destroyed. ¢ Bennie and Noah Smith ¢ The residence of Mr. R.B.
According to the injuries. ¢ In the Smith’s Chapel had one barn wrecked and Wilson was partly unroofed

Central Kentucky News According to the neighborhood, Fountain Cox another damaged. and a newly built poultry house

Journal, the storm paper, the area hardest had a 40- by 70-foot barn blown e Allen R. Keltner of Shiloh ~ was overturned.

started at 4 p.m., “leaving hit by the storm was off its foundation. lost two large barns, one of e The residence of Paul

in its wake, death the Friendship Pike e Harrison Smith, living on which contained fine farm Johnson on Lebanon Avenue

and injury and untold area, citing countless the property of ].H. Burress, machinery, now in ruins. His ~ was partially unroofed.

damage to property in “unpleasant and sustained damage to his log house was badly damaged and * The residence of John

both the county and the VIRGINIA gruesome sights” seen  house when his roof was blown  his total loss was said to run McKenty on Lebanon Avenue

city.” GRAVES  following the storm — off along with the top logs of the ~ $3,000. was partially unroofed and
Countless homes HISTORIAN including avastlossof ~ second floor. e Mr. M.M. Antle, whose several trees were uprooted.

e Mr. EW. (Petey) Willock
sustained considerable damage
to his billboards near town.

e L.E. Darnell lost two
chimneys from his residence
and sustained damage to his
orchard and shade trees.

¢ The Willock Building on
Main Street lost many of their
glass windows.

¢ A large section of the roof
of Lerman Brothers was blown
off.

e C.M. Durham on Central
Avenue had glass windows of
his residence blown out and his
outbuildings were damaged.

¢ The Taylor County High
School building had damage to
its glass windows.

In closing, the News Journal
stated that damage from the
storm was so widespread that
it was impossible to gather all
the details of all the destruction
Taylor County had endured.

e J.T. Lovelace on Friendship
Pike had both house and barn
damage.

e Mrs. Less Coontz of the
same neighborhood had a barn
unroofed.

¢ James Phillips sustained
the loss of a large tobacco barn
and timber, estimated at $2,000.

e WW. Kerr had a barn and
outbuildings damaged.

¢ Clarence Anderson of
Shiloh had his barn and crib
destroyed, one horse killed
and one crippled.

¢ Dick Parish, living on
the Eugene Blakely farm,
sustained loss to his house,
garage and outbuildings.

¢ Fred Faulkner had two
barns damaged.

e A.D. Strader, who lived two
miles from town on the Lebanon
Pike had a barn unroofed.

e The Taylor County Fair
Association property sustained

experienced damage to timber, shade trees and

their roofs. Barns were damaged orchards.

and outbuildings were blown Six days after the storm, the

away. Trees and telephone poles  Jan. 24th newspaper published a

were “mown down like weeds,”  long, yet incomplete, list of storm

according to the paper, including damages reported to them:

some 25 or more telephone ¢ Charles Cowherd had a barn

poles that blew down along the ~ destroyed and two sheep killed.

road between Campbellsville and e Walter and Russell Shipp

Lebanon. lost a barn, two horses and a
Large trees fell — some COW.

snapping in two, while others ¢ Barney Kearns’ house was

were totally uprooted — many “wrecked” with all windows

landing on homes and other blown out, and his barn

buildings. Streets were strewn destroyed.

with broken limbs and debris. ¢ The Fairview School

The storm was accompanied house was unroofed and

by a downpour of rain which “twisted” off its foundation.

compounded the wind’s damage. ¢ PC. Rose’s house was

The storm never was classified ~ unroofed and his barn and crib

as a tornado, but the devastation ~ were badly damaged.

was widespread. ¢ (Clyde, Ira and Floyd Read
The storm caused lights to lost their barn, had significant

go out for several hours, but damage to their house and both

power quickly was restored by their garage and meat house

son was seriously injured by
the storm, also lost a barn
with a quantity of tobacco and
numerous farming machines.

e Mrs. R.D. Burress’ property
and house occupied by Mr.
L.W. O’Banion was demolished
at aloss of $3,000, along with
his many stately forest trees.
Mr. O’Banion also sustained a
heavy loss of household goods,
damaged by the rain.

e W. Hazelwood lost a barn,
mule and horse.

¢ J.H. Wooldridge had a barn
partly unroofed.

e Mr. Charles Karnes lost a
barn and car and had a horse
and valued sow injured. Karnes
was in the barn at the time of the
storm and was slightly insured.

e J.D. Edwards had his crib
unroofed and a barn blown
off its foundation, plus a lot of
timber damage.

Kentucky Utilities, accordingto ~ were blown away, causing them ¢ George and Leonard .

reports. Telephone service was  to lose a large quantity of meat. gi?ggjg&g?ﬁ&een;:sd Phillips of Bengal lost a Atla t}llmg when very tflfw

likewise interrupted. * Lee Read on Friendship sheds were (iamaged and the  tobacco barn and tools. pegglet 3 thlnstu f;ln(cie, © paper
One death occurred during Pike had his residence and store  grandstand had been moved e James Cowherd had his zlsr c? © et Od aigage d

the storm when the home of Mr.  destroyed. off its foundation. Damage was house unroofed and two barns $1§3 O}(I)(geiogremggl‘thaing ©

and Mrs. C.M Williams began ® Mrs. Edgar Perry lost a estimated between $1,000 and  badly damaged. milli(,)n in todav’s econom

to collapse and the bricksfell on  large quantity of timber. $1,200. ¢ The residence of the late Y Y-

the crib of 7-month-old Nellie
Catherine. Their 3-year-old
daughter was also in the room
but escaped injury. Their small
house located on the Harry
Edwards farm (known as the
Hiestand Place) was demolished.

e George Van Cleave had
damage to his house and three
outbuildings. He likewise
reported that the creek that
ran through his property had
completely changed its course
due to rooted trees blocking the

Henry Bland of Fairview was
unroofed and his barn damaged.
The storm likewise wreaked

havoc within the city limits,
doing extensive damage to shade
trees, orchards, outbuildings,
roofs and chimneys. Early

¢ Eugene Rice lost two barns
and a double corn crib, with an
estimated lost of $600 to $700.

e Mac C. Goode’s outbuilding
loss was estimated at $100.

¢ EB. Netherland’s loss to
his house and outbuildings was

Virginia Graves is coordinator
of the Taylor Regional Archive
Center, a non-profit organization
which preserves local history and
genealogy. For information, call
270-789-4343 or send an email to
info@TaylorRegionalArchiveCenter.
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