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The Sounds Of Freedom

By Van Yandell

Galatians 5: 1 “It is for
freedom that Christ has set
us free. Stand firm, then,
and do not let yourselves be
burdened again by a yoke of
bondage.”

Out for my morning hike, I
passed by an office building.
There was a sloped area along
the road and it was grown up
with grass and small trees.
Realizing I was hearing a
sound that was unusual, I
stopped and looked into the
brushy area but saw no sign
of life.

It sounded small; possi-
bly like a chipmunk or maybe
even an armadillo; but noth-
ing! Starting up my walk, the
sound started again. What
could that sound possibly be?

Finally, realizing there
was a flagpole in the yard
of the building, the sound
was obviously the American
flag blowing in the breeze.
My heart almost exploded;
what a beautiful sound the
flag was making and I did not
recognize it! The sounds of
freedom at times fall on deaf
ears.

We fail to stop and say
“Thank you Lord for this
great country and allowing
me to be here, a citizen of the
great United States of Amer-
ica.” Freedom and being an
American are among our
greatest blessings.

Those sounds of freedom
are all around us and we
rarely notice. The sound of
cars and trucks on our many
highways is a sound of free-
dom. People in many parts of
the world must have govern-
ment permits to travel, even
within their own country,
and those are often denied.

Americans have the freedom
to come and go, when and
where we please. Travel is re-
stricted in many communist
countries.

Even at the current cost of
gasoline, we have the freedom
to buy the product and travel
as we please. In most Europe-
an countries, gas is now over
seven U.S. dollars per gallon.
With a passport we can travel
to most any country with few
restrictions. Many countries
will not allow their citizens
to leave without extreme vet-
ting and investigating into
their purpose.

Closely related to the
travel restrictions are right
of assembly freedoms. Com-
munist governments are so
oppressive of their citizens
to assemble is banned. The
governments live in constant
fear of a revolt. They know
they have to intimidate citi-
zens to “keep them in line.”

An example of oppression
is the Tiananmen Square in-
cident in 1989 in Beijing,
China. The student led pro-
tests demanding democracy
and an end to communism
resulted in numerous deaths.
Numbers of casualties were
estimated from in the hun-
dreds to the thousands.

The military was called to
suppress the protestors and
that they did. When people
experience communism first
hand, they quickly decide
they don’t want it. Every-
thing is for the government
hierarchy and citizens are
considered less than human
and valued only for the work
they do.

A saying we have heard
in the last few years is, “You
can vote your way into so-

cialism but you have to fight
your way out.” The purvey-
ors make it sound good for
the masses but people that
live under such systems do
not verify that.

Printing presses running
are a sound of freedom. Free-
dom of the press is precious
and must be preserved even
though it has been perverted
by the politically corrupt. A
free press is essential to a re-
public in that the people have
a “right to know.”

The sound of children
pledging allegiance to the
flag is a sound of freedom.
The sounds of a high school
football game or the academ-
ic team competing with oth-
er schools teams are sounds
of freedom. The clip-clop of
an Amish buggy is a sound of
freedom.

The sound of the Star
Spangled Banner playing at a
veteran activity is a sound of
freedom. The veterans have
paid a very high price for
our freedoms of speech, the
press, assembly, and many
others. They deserve the best
of everything this country
has to offer; without them,
there would be no country.

There are 172 national
cemeteries with an undeter-
mined number of graves be-
cause the number changes
daily. In Arlington Nation-
al Cemetery alone there are
over 400,000 graves. The
sound of silence in these is
a sound of freedom that is
deafening.

“It is for freedom that
Christ has set us free.” This
statement by the Apostle
Paul in Galatians 1, tells us
of a purpose of Christ’s cru-
cifixion. By His sacrificial

death, mankind has freedom
from the “yoke of sin” the
world had previously experi-
enced.

From the writing of the
Ten Commandments until
Christ’s resurrection, the
Jewish people had lived un-
der the burden of being hu-
man but being expected to
adhere to those command-
ments of God. Their atone-
ment/redemption came by
offering a blood sacrifice on
the altar (Hebrews 9: 22).
The laws for offering the sac-
rifice are stated in Leviticus
and Deuteronomy in the Old
Testament.

For a period of a little
over 1500 years, they were
trapped in this bondage of
sin. Being human, the same
as we are, there was no way
they could ever offer enough
blood sacrifices to atone for
their human sinful nature.

Then came Christ Jesus!
The sounds of the Roman sol-
dier’s hammer driving the
nails into our Jesus’ hands
and feet were sounds of the
freedom He offered us by
bleeding, suffering and dy-
ing for our sins. The sound
of the stone being rolled
away to allow Him to exit the
tomb, resurrected and alive,
was a sound of freedom.

Have we as a people, both
Americans and Christians,
tuned out those sounds
and taken what we have for
granted? Obviously, it was
not granted easily. The pric-
es paid were enormous. We
think of the dead military
men and women but they had
families; mothers, fathers,
sisters and brothers that also
suffered immeasurably at
their loss.

Their sacrifice set us free
from an oppressive govern-
ment. It is for freedom from
sin that Christ has set us
free. Only by forgiveness of
sin based on His cleansing
blood (1 John 1: 9) may we be
saved. The suffering of Jesus
is unimaginable in today’s
world of medicines/painkill-
ers.

Are there words to ex-
press how precious freedom
is? If there are, I do not know
them. These great treasures
of being an American as well
as salvation through a cruci-
fied and resurrected Christ

Jesus are priceless. Don’t
take them lightly.
As you go through the day,

the week and the year, listen
for the sounds. The flapping
of the flag on a breezy morn-
ing really caught my atten-
tion and I pray those sounds
will command your atten-
tion.

Abraham Lincoln said
“America will never be de-
stroyed from the outside. If
we falter and lose our free-
doms, it will be because we
destroyed ourselves”. The
church is built on Christ the
Solid Rock of freedom and
our steadfastness to the Gos-
pel will keep that freedom
alive.

Van Yandell is a retired
Industrial Arts teacher, an
ordained gospel evangelist
and commissioned mission-
ary. His email is vmy3451@
gmail.com
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NOTICE TO

WEBSTER COUNTY TAXPAYERS

Valerie Newell, Webster County Clerk pursuant to KRS 424.130, announc-
es that the 2024 Delinquent Real Property and 2023 Oil bills (Certificates
of Delinquency) will be published in the Sebree Banner on July 16th, 2025.
The list of Certificates of Delinquency is also available for public inspection
during the hours of Monday — Friday 8am — 4pm at the County Clerk’s of-
fice located at 25 US Hwy 41-A S Dixon, KY 42409. This list may also be
inspected on the County Clerk’s website. The Uniform Resource Locator
(URL) of the website is www.webstercountyclerk.ky.gov. The tax sale will
be held on August 18th, 20245 beginning at 10 am. All interested partici-
pants must register with the County Clerk’s office by the close of business
on August 8th, 2025. Please contact the County Clerk’s office or access
the website if you need additional information about the tax sale registra-
tion process, the required registration fee or the deposit amounts that will
be needed. Taxpayers can continue to pay their delinquent tax bills to the
County Clerk’s office anytime prior to the tax sale. Please Note: All pay-
ments must be received in the County Clerk’s office prior to the tax
sale date listed in this advertisement. Payments received after the tax
sale has been conducted will be returned without exception. Some
delinquencies — although they have been advertised — will be excluded
from the tax sale in accordance with the provisions of KRS 134.504(10)(b).
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the County
Clerk'’s office at 270.639.7006.




