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It’s been noted recently 
that a new book, “Wick-
ed Western Kentucky,” by 
Richard Parker contains 
a wicked event that hap-
pened here in Marion.  It 
was the senseless killing of 
a young Claud Wheeler.

The Buckskin Bill’s Wild 
West Show had traveled 
to Marion on the train, 
and set up their wild west 
show on land that 
belonged to Claud 
Wheeler. It was 
on the area by the 
railroad tracks be-
tween East Depot 
Street and East 
Bellville Street. 
Here’s what hap-
pened from the ar-
chives of The Crit-
tenden Press, Aug. 
9, 1900.

–––
The Killing

The people of 
Marion heard the 
discharge of 昀re-
arms so constantly 
last Friday, that a 
volley at the depot 
about 12 o’clock attracted 
no particular attention, 
yet this discharge of arms 
meant the death of one of 
our citizens.

–––
The Wild West show had 

a big crowd that day, and 
up to nightfall matters had 
moved along fairly well for 
an occasion of that kind. 
At the night performance 
there was some friction 
between the show and 
other parties.  

Later in the night, two 
young men, Lon Agee 
and Will Ward, came up 
town and they were badly 
bruised and beaten about 
the head and face and 
were bleeding profusely.  

They reported that while 
near the mill on this side 
of the show ground, they 
had been attacked by a 
party of show attaches 
and knocked down with-
out any provocation on 
their part.  Ward said that 
he was knocked down four 
times, and the condition of 
his face indicated it. Agee 
had been just as roughly 
treated.                      

Among those who 
heard this statement of 
these boys was Mr. Claud 
Wheeler, a young man 
born and reared here, the 
son of Mr. Frank Wheeler 
and a grandson of the late 
W. C. Carnahan. Wheeler 
was incensed at the treat-
ment that young Ward 
and Agee had received and 
proposed that a party go 
and square accounts with 
the showmen.

He 昀nally went to the 
depot and there met a 
number of the “cowboys” 
of the show, and what 
followed will probably 
never be accurately told, 
because the tragedy was 

enacted within the glare of 
the torchlight, and no man 
now in Marion, or likely to 
be here, saw the origin or 
the 昀nale.

–––
The Story, as gathered 

from those who saw por-
tions of the 昀ght is as fol-
lows:

From 昀ve to a dozen 
of the cowboys were on 

and about the 
raised walk 
at the depot 
when Wheeler 
reached there, 
a few words 
passed and the 
shooting began; 
the witnesses 
are not sure as 
to who 昀red the 
昀rst shot; not 
more than one 
or two shots 
were 昀red be-
fore Wheeler 
was down; he 
crawled under 
a wagon, his 
a n t a g o n i s t s 
surrounded the 

wagon and began shooting 
at him. He was dragged 
from under the wagon and 
beat over the head with a 
club.

Shortly afterwards he 
was found some 30 feet 
from the wagon in a dy-
ing condition and in a 
few minutes he was dead. 
There was a gunshot 
wound in each hand, the 
bullet striking the hand 
and ranging upward in 
the arms, there was a 
gunshot wound in his 
side, the ball having pen-
etrated the lung, the skull 
was cracked on top near 
the front, and on top near 
the rear, as if he had been 
struck a powerful blow 
with a heavy club.

–––
Shortly after the shoot-

ing, having completed 
loading, the show train 
pulled out.When picked 
up, Wheeler’s gold watch, 
a present from his mother, 
was gone and his watch 
pocket was cut out, his 
pistol was gone, too. Two of 
the showmen had gunshot 
wounds dressed in Prince-
ton; one was wounded in 
the neck and the other in 
the foot, neither seriously.

The next morning coun-
ty Judge Rochester sum-
moned a jury and held 
an inquest over the dead 
body of Mr. Wheeler. The 
jury returned the follow-
ing verdict:  We the jury 
impaneled to hold an in-
quest over the dead body 
of Claud Wheeler do re-
turn into court the follow-
ing verdict:

We are of the opinion 
that the said Claud Wheel-
er came to his death by a 
pistol shot or shorts 昀red 
from the hands of persons 
known as the cowboys, 

going with Terrell Bros., or 
Buckskin Bill’s Wild West 
show, that said killing oc-
curred about 12 o’clock 
Aug. 3, 1900, in Marion, 
Crittenden County Ky., 
and that said killing was 
not done in self-defense, 
but was done with malice 
aforethought.

This 4th day of Aug. 
1900 - G. D. Summerville, 
J. T. Cochran, D. G. Bettis, 
J. A. Farmer, J. M. Free-
man, Walter Clement.

–––
Witnesses testify: Sev-

eral witnesses were exam-
ined in the inquest, and 
the story of the killing as 
told by these is as follows:

Curg Travis - Was at de-
pot. Saw the killing. Was 
there when Wheeler came. 
Heard pistol 昀re; just af-
ter 昀rst shot heard sound 
as of licks being struck; 
turned round and saw 
Claud’s heels 昀y up; he fell 
backwards and crawled or 
somehow got under a wag-

on; Heard one of the cow-
boys say, I am wounded, 
but don’t think badly.

There were other words 
passed and they sur-
rounded the wagon and 
began shooting, and 
walking around the wag-
on as they shot. One of 
the showmen came up to 
me and said; “My friend, 
what business have you 
got here; you had better go 
and go pretty fer.” I went. 
I went as far as Mr. Hur-
ley’s and then went back. 
When I got near Robin-
son’s met Joel Farmer and 
he said, “they have killed 
Claud Wheeler.”  I went on 
where Claud was, he died 
soon afterwards.  It looked 
to me like there were 20 
in the crowd; there were 
some Indians. I do not 
know who it was that 
caught me by the arm. 
He had a pistol; it was a 
big one. It was about this 
long, measuring off about 
two and a half feet on his 

arm. I could tell that it 
was Claud when they were 
昀ring at him.  There were 
only torchlights.  I could 
not hear anything that 
Claud said.

I could not identify the 
man who caught hold of 
me as I was looking at that 
pistol.

–––
Ed Doss – I work in the 

telegraph of昀ce at the de-
pot. I was in the of昀ce 
when the trouble came up. 
The 昀rst shot attracted my 
attention. I turned around 
and saw a man dressed 
as a rough-rider cross the 
railroad to the platform 
in front of the railroad 
of昀ce with a pistol.  One 
man cried out, “Come we 
are going to be attacked.” 
Then I got back into the 
of昀ce and lay down on 
the 昀oor.  I heard seven or 
eight shots 昀red.  I did not 
see Claud Wheeler.

There was a big crowd 
and they seemed to be 
rushing toward the depot.  
I saw pistols; the man had 
on a cowboy hat; I could 
not identify him; I could 
not tell how many were 
shooting but could hear 
the shots; I could not tell 
who they were shooting 
at; I did not see them hit 

Claud.
After the shooting I 昀rst 

saw Claud in front of Mr. 
Robertson’s; in seven or 
eight minutes further 
came down to the depot, 
came into the of昀ce and 
said that they had killed 
Claud. He went out where 
the cowboys were and 
when I got out there he 
was gone.

Yes, I saw the cowboy’s 
pistol and heard one fellow 
remark, “There goes the 
d_ s_ b__.  Just after the 
shooting I saw a man walk 
up to another man and 
ask if he was hurt. The 
man said he was; he was 
a spare made man, he was 
wounded in the neck; he 
said, “they have wound-
ed Kenny.”  It must have 
been 10 minutes after the 
killing.

–––
In Part II next week, the 

testimonies continue and 
the result of the trial will 
be told.  

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical Soci-
ety. Much more local histo-
ry can be found at OurFor-
gottenPassages.blogspot.
com).
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This is the advertisement for Buckskin Bill’s Wild West 
Show that appeared in The Press.

P U B L I C  N O T I C E
Crittenden County Board of Elections will o昀er a drop 
bo� for deposit of e�cused mail-in absentee ballots for 
the primary election for voters choosing to not mail their 
ballot back to the O�ce of Crittenden County Clerk. 
Ballots must be sealed �ust as if they were being mailed. 
The drop bo� will be located inside Crittenden County 
O�ce Comple�, 200 �ndustrial �r., Marion, and available 
weekdays 8-4:30.

As required by statute, the drop bo� will be under 24/7 
camera surveillance and clearly marked.

This notice given pursuant to Kentucky statutes

GoVote.ky.gov
To request a mail-in ballot for the upcoming primary election

P U B L I C  N O T I C E
Kentucky State Board of Elections o昀ers to voters an 
online portal at GoVote.ky.gov from Saturday, April 4 to 
Tuesday, May 5 in order to allow requests for a mail-in 
absentee ballot for the primary election. This is for voters 
unable to vote in person during the election period. 
Voters must attest to their reason for being unable to 
appear in person. Ballots may also be requested during 
the same period by contacting the O�ce of Crittenden 
County Clerk weekdays 8-4:30 at 270-965-3403. Be 
prepared with your Social Security number and/or driver 
license number.

This notice given pursuant to Kentucky statutes

GoVote.ky.gov
To request a mail-in ballot for the upcoming primary election


